January 17, 2020

Teton County Board of County Commissioners
Jackson Town Council & Mayor

RE: Conservation staff position budget request
Dear Commissioners, Mayor & Councilors,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment as you prepare your budgets. As members of
the emerging Systems of Conservation group facilitated by the Community Foundation, we have
come together to recommend that you create a conservation-focused position in local
government, to fully implement the Comprehensive Plan vision: “preserve and protect our area’s
ecosystem” for the purpose of economic, social and environmental health.

We are grateful for the work that County and Town staff already do on behalf of the ecosystem,
and we know some planners have backgrounds in natural resource management / biology.
However, there is no position focused on aligning local government actions with natural
resources / ecosystem conservation goals. We recommend creating the following position in your
upcoming budget:

Conservation Planner (title TBD)
This person would be an ecosystem ombudsman or steward. Proposed job duties include:

e Coordinate among departments (planning, building, engineering, public works, etc) and
other agencies (public lands managers, Wyoming Game & Fish [WGFD], WYDOT), to
ensure local government successfully protects and preserves our area’s ecosystem

e Ensure that the ecosystem is always prioritized during development and infrastructure
projects. For instance, wildlife habitat, movement corridors, and water quality should be
integrated into all road, bridge/culvert, and zoning decisions

e Ensure that key ecosystem-related projects are completed instead of falling through the
cracks

e Provide ecological information to assist elected representatives in making key decisions

e Oversee the Teton County Scenic Preserve Trust and its easements (formerly a county
staff position until the Great Recession)

e Create and coordinate volunteer Conservation / Ecosystem Commission (or reinvigorate
the Natural Resources Technical Advisory Board [NRTAB]).

Here are a few specific examples of where this position could provide needed capacity:

e Re-engage the Natural Resources Stakeholder Group to finish the Natural Resources land
development regulations

e Engage with Teton County Public Works Department, WGFD, and public land managers
to ensure a Wild & Scenic River compatible approach to protecting the pathway and
highway bridge at the Gros Ventre River

« Hire a public lands protection expert to plan for the BLM parcels along the Snake River
that BLM has identified for disposal

o Coordinate the county’s response to proposed federal revision to the sage grouse habitat
conservation plan



e Lead the county’s response to proposed helicopter tours (e.g. commission a synthesis of
research on impacts of helicopter tours on wildlife).

e Lead the county’s development of comments on federal NEPA processes

« Coordinate among various local agencies to develop an integrated water quality action

plan based on thorough science.

In addition to this priority position, we support the momentum we are seeing around the
community regarding broader sustainability and transportation issues, and we support your
budgeting for and hiring a sustainability coordinator and transportation director.

Please be in touch with any questions and consider us ready to help.

Sincerely, the following members of the Systems of Conservation collaborative:

Skye Schell
Executive Director
Jackson Hole Conservation Alliance

Jared Baecker
Executive Director
Snake River Fund

Kristin Combs
Executive Director
Wyoming Wildlife Advocates

Chris Deming
Senior Project Manager
The Trust for Public Land

Peggie dePasquale
Bridger-Teton Community Organizer
Wyoming Wilderness Association

Jon Mobeck
Executive Director
Jackson Hole Wildlife Foundation

Siva Sundaresan
Conservation Director
Greater Yellowstone Coalition

Sandy Shuptrine
Board Chair
The Riverwind Foundation

Dan Leemon
Executive Director
Protect Our Waters JH

Erika Edmiston
Supervisor
Teton County Weed & Pest District

Penny Maldonado
Executive Director
Cougar Fund

Leslie Steen
Snake River Headwaters Project Manager
Trout Unlimited

Sharon Mader
Senior Grand Teton Program Manager
National Parks Conservation Association

Sarah Walker
Executive Director
Friends of the Bridger-Teton

Kimberley Goodman Trotter
US Program Director, Yellowstone to
Yukon Conservation Initiative

Amy Brennan McCarthy
Executive Director
Teton Raptor Center

Lisa McGee
Executive Director
Wyoming Outdoor Council

Paige Byron Curry
Executive Director
Astoria Park Conservancy



